- Rabbit habits
- tough to tame
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calls, Someone has spotted a in the
yard the
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RABBITS

: COMTINUED FROM PAGE 1M
If not killed by one of these

predators or a car, domestic

rabbits often die of starvation,
wildlife experts say.

“There is a very strong associ-
ahmuﬂﬂ’trd:mmmdﬂrhiaﬁer
holiday,” said Hope Haneock, ex-
ecutive dl.rectur of the Wake
County Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals, “T think
this is mhmlﬂ:et]:nes;ﬂc&ufin—
terest in Dalmatian adoptions
when Walt Disney released the
“101 Dalmatians" movie.

Eutraul‘]!igtmmﬂ'sdm’talwa}‘s
realize what they're getting into,

“MNo animal should be adopted
by wirtue of a trend,” she said.
*Taking on an animal without
knowing its particular habits and
needs is not 2 wise thing to do.”

For Jessica Benefield of Bunny
Matters, a rabbit rescue group
in Morth Ealeigh, the surge of
calls about stray rabbits begins
in late May and continues
through September. Rabbits are
full grown at 6 months old.

“They are no longer tiny and
cute like a baby rabbit,” Benefiekd
said. “They start having their
teenage moments and acting out,
and it can be overwhelming for
someone who doesn't under-
stand rabbit behavior.”

Added Atkinson: “Most rab-
bits zold at pet shops are about
four weeks old. In another four
to six weeks, males become sex-

RABBIT RESCUES

The Tollowing organizations will
take in stray domestic rabbits:

B Bunny Matters,
bunnymattersi@ncrr.com

B Sabrina’s House Rabbil Resd,
RabbitResO@aol.com

W Wake SPCA, 772230

If the rabbit is injured, contact
an exotic velerinarian such as;

B Avian and Exotic Animal Carg,
B44-366

B Bowman Animal Hospital,
476716

vally mature and start spraying
urine to mark their territory.
This is when people think
they've got a ‘had bunny’ and
Hnt’awimtlwpeiﬁetsmtmt"

Atkinson has found that most
rabbits abandoned within a
modth or 0 of Easter are males,
“For females, it happens a little
later,” Tre said.

Females take another six to
eight weeks to reach maturity,
at which time destructive be-
haviors such as digging and
chewing and aggressive behav-
iors such as biting, Iurn,g:l.rtg1 cir-
cling and growling may increase.

While spaying or neutering a
rabbit will curb the worst of
these behaviors, W?J?JI;;;E rabbit
owners are not willing to pay
the $250 to $300 cost.

The mumber of rabbits that
are ah OF SurTen
after Easter is difficult to deter-

. strays picked«

mine because most shelters that
accept rabbits do not keep sta-
tistics. Howewer, a 2006 study of
Ineal shelters by the Columbus
House Rabbit Society in Ohio
found a 44 percent increase two
to three months after Easter and
a 61 percent increase sixth
momths after the holiday.

A more humane alternative
to releasing a rabbit is surren-
dering it to a privately operated
rescue group or the SPCA. The
SPCA of Wake County has

agreements with the City of

risdiction by Animal Control.
“By virtue of our mission, we
anir do gt ahgeRiomt ey
we dogeta nume
ber of rabbits,"” said Hancock,
Male !Hﬁ.ﬂl! Chocolate, a na-
tional campaign run by the
Columbus HRS, discourages
giving live rabbits as Easter
gifts. They recommend alter-
natives such as stuffed tovs,
chocolate rahbits or “sponsor-
ing” a rescued rabbit by making
a donation to a nonprofit group
“Kids love stuffed animals,”
said Terri Cook, vice president
of the Columbus nonprofit.
“They're cuddly, and they're
not living creatures that still
need to be cared for after a child
loses interest.”

Correspondent Dawn Stuart
can be reached at
HRNewsEnewsobserver.com

RABBIT CARE TIPS

Local veterinarians and the Houss
Rabbit Society, @ nonprofit group that
aims to educate the public on rabbit
care, has these recommendations for
those who adopt rabbits as pets. For
more information, visit www.rabibit.ong.

B Rabbits can live & to 10 vears or
langer when housed indoors. Qutdoor
housing is not recommended for pet
rabbits; outdoor rabbits have an aver-
age lifa span of about one year.

B Rabhits can be litter box trained.
Pine of cedar shavings in the cage or lit-
ter box can result in damage to the rab-
bit's liver and should not be psed, A
wWire=fioor Cage is nol recommended.

B Adult rabibits should be fed & hiy-
based pellet (preferably with no added
sepds or "Ereats), unlimited grass hay
such as timothy and a supply of fresh
vegetables daily.

W Rabhits housed in cages nead daily
exercise in a larger play area.

B Rabhbits naturally dio and chew.
Homes with indoor rabbits must be “rab-
hit-procfed” to prevent chewing electric
cords, furniture and rugs.

W Maost rabbits enjoy interaction and
caring attention from humans but do not
like to be picked up or held. They may
bite or scratch when trying to get away.
They have fragile skeletans and can be
injured easily when handied by a child
or inexperienced adult.

B For health and behavior concems,
rabbits should always be spayed or
neutered. Rabbits do not require vacci-
nations, but annual preventative care
visits with 2 qualified “exofic" veteri-
narian is recommended.




